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7. THOUGHT LEADER DECLARATIONS

7.1 Vicky Colbert
“The intention of ARC is to go beyond academics to improve more humanistic values, including 

greater equality and sense of purpose for all students.  In addition, the structure and dynamics of the 

Collaboratory, as it has been proposed, seems very conducive to identify changes that can be made, 

learning how to make those changes and particularly how to sustain them over time.”  

7.2 Andy Hargreaves
“The eight systems in ARC have said they cannot recall ever participating in a global network like this. The 

dialogue is open. There is strength in the sharing of common values. The problems are real. Everyone is 

truly engaged in helping one another. Back in their own systems, leaders are saying this has modelled for 

them the value of deep collaboration around issues they have chosen and that truly matter.”

7.3 Pak Tee Ng
“I hope that the ARC will become the forum where members find a common purpose, share reform 

strategies, and help one another find ways to create a better future for children and young people. 

The networks formed at the ARC work collaboratively across national boundaries and bring hope that 

transcending national interests at times can bring both global and local benefits.”
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7.4 Jeannie Oakes
“In a world responding to migration and diversity with fear, hate, conflict, and violence, it is beyond 

inspiring to see eight major education systems come together to grapple with how democracies can 

and should educate the next generation to be better.   Moving beyond the facile use of academic 

achievement as the be-and-end-all of schooling, these systems have recognized and are working 

together to elevate the vital importance of wellbeing and inclusion as what schools should strive for 

and how the goodness of schools and systems should be judged.”

7.5 Sir Ken Robinson
“The social, economic, and environmental challenges that every country faces locally are also global in 

character. The only way to solve them is to act collaboratively across borders and to learn from and with 

each other. Transforming education must be at the heart of these national and global strategies. That’s why 

the work, vision and commitment of ARC is so encouraging and potentially so significant for all our systems.”

7.6 Pasi Sahlberg
“Key to successful educational change at the system level is to understand what the problems or 

challenges really are. Too often education summits end up as long lists of issues and suggestions that 

system leaders rarely are able turn into new policies and actions. ARC Summit provides a forum to first 

and foremost develop deeper understanding of challenges that the participating education systems 

are facing. Perhaps the most valuable outcome is built around dialogues and conversation between 

system leaders about how they see their work through the lenses of their colleagues in other countries.”




